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    I opened our last newsletter with thoughts about how
the uncertainty of COVID and the ever-present
promise/hope for something more “normal”. Fast
forward a few months and the only certainty is that
we’re very much back in the thick of it. New South Wales
and Victoria are in the midst of long lockdowns (version
6.0 for Melbourne!), all of New Zealand has been locked
down and pretty much everyone has felt the pinch,
again. It’s such a challenging time, so, more than ever, I
urge you to reach out to your colleagues; and that can
be to offer help, or to seek it. There is absolutely no
shame in asking, and ANZACA is full of caring and
supportive people.

    Since the last newsletter, it has been pleasing to see
so many ANZACA members on the international stage.
Of note are the conferences of our equivalent
associations in North America (AACA) and mainland
Europe (EACA). The AACA meeting featured fantastic
presentations from a number of our members, while
the EACA meeting is about to start as I’m typing this! The
programme looks great and I’m keeping a particular eye
out for those ANZACA people making the (sadly) virtual 

http://anzaca.org/
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The President's Report continued
journey to Italy. Congratulations to everyone who has been able to present their work
somewhere thus far in 2021. In this issue, you’ll also find a list of recent publications by
ANZACA members; it is long and full of some really fantastic work, so please give it a look.
You’ll also find links to some really interesting webinars provided by the American
Association for Anatomy (AAA), which are also well worth a look. With no pretense of
subtlety, that leads me to our 2021 conference. The team from LaTrobe have done some
extraordinary work behind the scenes. Despite the disappointment of another virtual
meeting, the sneak previews I’ve had have convinced me that this will be an online
meeting like no other! Team LaTrobe, led by Aaron McDonald, have put together a truly
immersive experience that will allow you to interact with colleagues old and new in ways
well beyond the limitations of a straight-up zoom conference. I hope you’re excited,
because I am, and I hope you’re getting your best work together to share with us. Details
are included in this issue, and more will be coming very, very soon. Since we can’t all be
together, and subject to local restrictions, we’ll be inviting people to host a meeting hub;
this is simply a place (your Department, a local pub…) where attendees in your area can
get together to experience a more face-to-face experience. Who remembers the amazing
time everyone in Otago appeared to be having, whilst hosting, during the 2020 meeting?
It certainly beat hanging out in my office. If you’re interested, we’ll be sending out some
information soon. 

     Amongst all the doom and gloom with lockdowns and so many more people suffering
beyond COVID, there is also plenty to celebrate. You may be hopefully planning for 2022
by looking at the list of conferences, or thinking a little sooner, with World Anatomy Day
coming up on 15th October. World Anatomy Day is a great chance to connect with others
around the world, and also to share your activities, impact and passion with others
outside of anatomy. As much as it is a great day for us, it’s a great opportunity to engage
our broader communities; let them know you’re there, let them know you’re making a
difference, and let them know that they can too! Looking further afield, a number of
ANZACA members also work closely with the International Federation of Associations of
Anatomists (IFAA). Amongst the wide range of work the IFAA does, it has established a
number of “Federative International Programmes” to concentrate global efforts in areas
of particular interest. Our own Professor Nalini Pather (UNSW) chairs the Anatomical
Education programme (FIPAE), with Dr Ali Mirjalili (Auckland) and Associate Professor
Goran Strkalj (UNSW) part of the committee. Professor Helen Nicholson (Otago) chairs
the Supranational Anatomical Projects (FICSAP) group, with Associate Professor
Stephanie Woodley (Otago) as the Oceania representative. Professor Gareth Jones
(Otago) and Dr Jon Cornwall (Otago) are members of the Ethics and Medical Humanities
committee (FICEM).  I am honoured to be the representative for Morphological Anatomy
Research on the Anatomical Research (FIPAR) programme. I’m especially delighted that
we have three representatives on the very important Equality and Diversity in
Anatomy (FICEDA) group, with Dr Rhiannon Parker (Sydney), Dr Amanda Meyer (UWA),
and Associate Professor Jenny Hayes (Melbourne). It is really fantastic that our small 



association is so strongly represented on a global scale. Huge thanks to everyone who has
put their hand up to be involved with these amazing initiatives. If you are not currently
involved, but would like to, please reach out to those in your area of interest. Also stay
tuned for IFAA events coming to you virtually. Last week I was grateful to be one of the
invited speakers at the first FIPAR webinar. With the remit of FIPAR being to increase
awareness of, and participation in, anatomical research, it was wonderful to see such
informative and engaging talks from Professor Marko Konschake (Austria) and Professor
Jose Vega Alvarez (Spain); I presented on the need for morphological research and why I
think it is a particularly exciting time for this work. With only a limited window for
advertising, we had a small but very engaged audience from all over the world, with plenty
of great discussions on the night and ongoing. Keep an eye out for future IFAA webinars
in the not-too-distant future.

     Read on for an issue packed with useful information, to meet another HDR student
with a great story, find opportunities to engage in the work of other members and
beyond, and to be dazzled by the offerings of our superb sponsors. Innumerable thanks
again to Dr Amanda Meyer (UWA) for all heavy lifting of putting this newsletter together. If
you have ideas for content, please don't hesitate to get in touch!  
 
 As yet another strange year rolls on, I hope that you are finding ways to look after
yourself and enjoy the good bits. I’m particularly thankful for the energy and enthusiasm
of our wonderful Council members and the effort they continually put into making
ANZACA tick. Please stay safe, think happy thoughts and start plotting your virtual course
for ANZACA 2021; and maybe even some actual socialising at your local hub! 

With best wishes, 

Quentin

anzaca.org
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#ANZACA2021
Virtual Conference

The 2021 ANZACA Conference Team (Dr Aaron McDonald, Dr Heath McGowan, Dr Laura Whitburn &
Dr Jodi Sita) are working hard to bring a brand new virtual experience to our ANZACA members this
year! The conference is being sponsored by 3D Organon, Elsevier, 4D Interactive Anatomy, Primal
Pictures, Visible Body, Wolters Kluwer and McGraw Hill Education. Keynote presentations will be
delivered by Professor Claudia Krebs (The University of British Columbia), Professor Darrell Evans (The
University of Newcastle) and Dr Janet Davey (Monash University/ Victorian Institute of Forensic
Medicine).

2021 Conference Early Bird Rates:



$120 Full Members
$150 Non-Members



$70 Student Members

$100 Non-Member Students

$60/day for Day Passes

Early Bird rates end midnight AEST 28th November 2021, rates increase by 25% on 29th November
2021. 

Abstracts are due soon and can be submitted here.

h t t p s : / / a n z a c a . o r g / c o n f e r e n c e / a n z a c a - 2 0 2 1 - m e e t i n g /

https://anzaca.org/conference/anzaca-2021-meeting/abstract-submission-information/abstract-submissionnew/
https://anzaca.org/conference/anzaca-2021-meeting/
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E m p o w e r  c o n f i d e n c e  t h r o u g h  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  a c c u r a c y
D e p e n d  o n  t h e  a n a t o m y  s o l u t i o n  t r u s t e d  b y  m i l l i o n s  w o r l d w i d e

D e p e n d  o n  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  m o s t  d e t a i l e d ,  a c c u r a t e  a n d  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  3 D
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h u m a n  a n a t o m y .  P r i m a l ’ s  e x p e r t s  p r o d u c e d  o u r  m o d e l  u s i n g

r e a l  s c a n  a n d  i m a g i n g  d a t a .  A d v a n c e d  a c a d e m i c  r e s e a r c h  a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f
t h o u s a n d s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  h o u r s  u n d e r p i n  i t s  c r e a t i o n ,  e x h a u s t i v e l y  p e e r

r e v i e w e d  s o  y o u  c a n  u s e  o u r  s o l u t i o n s  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e .

https://youtu.be/KjqPz3mq0_U
https://www.primalpictures.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Embeddable-Viewer_Final.mp4
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https://www.virtualdissectiondatabase.com/portal/featured-content
http://www.visiblebody.com/
http://shop.lww.com/


My name is Kajaal Prasad and I am a first year PhD candidate at Western Sydney University.
Previously, I have completed a Bachelor’s in Medical Science (Anatomy & Physiology), followed
by a Master’s in Research at Western Sydney University. Presently, I am also an anatomy
demonstrator and supervisor, teaching a range of anatomy topics since 2017. My teaching
experiences fuelled my passions and interest in anatomy education, making my goal to assist
anatomy students in their learning by investigating anatomy resources that can be beneficial
and promote transference of knowledge into clinical practice. Thus, my PhD project supervised
by primary supervisor Dr. Manisha Dayal and co-supervisor Dr. Liz Thyer primarily focuses on
threshold concepts and teaching methods in foot anatomy.

Sound anatomical knowledge is critical in providing safe and effective clinical practice. Currently,
students have difficulty understanding troublesome anatomical concepts, making application of
these concepts in clinical practice challenging. Innovative teaching methods, such as 3D printed
anatomy models, supplement and enhance students learning, promoting deep learning. To
address areas of complex anatomy, such as the anatomy of the foot, my project aims to develop
a functional 3D foot model based on threshold concepts which enhances students’ learning and
transference of knowledge and skills into the clinical environment. Thus, promoting prevention,
early detection and treatment of foot related pathologies; leading to a more mobile active
population.

In addition to my PhD project and anatomy teaching, I am a Dissection Technician at Westmead
Hospital Anatomical Pathology. This role involves providing gross macroscopic examination and
description of anatomical specimens to assist in diagnosis and treatment planning of patients.
Being exposed to a range of anatomical specimens affected by pathology really highlights the
importance of anatomical knowledge and correct specimen orientation to me. This is why my
PhD project is really important to me, aiming to provide an educational resource that can be
applied to other classes other than anatomy, help anatomy students learn to their fullest
potential and gain a depth of knowledge that can be used to change people’s lives. This change
all begins with deep anatomy knowledge and good clinical skills that can be transferred from
the classroom to the real world.

H.D.R. EXPOSÈ 
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Introducing 
Kajaal



RECENT PUBLICATIONS
Click on the title to take you to the full text page.
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https://anatomypubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ase.2117
https://anatomypubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ase.2108
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40670-021-01363-2
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8211997/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/medu.14511
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33646251/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34033146/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34115918/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34403144/
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34032808/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34356685/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32531096/
https://anatomypubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ase.1987
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33200211/


RECENT PUBLICATIONS
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32958420/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34302129/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34093137/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33945133/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34376937/


RECENT PUBLICATIONS
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34418669/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34309471/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33950309/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34364906/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32779189/


RECENT PUBLICATIONS
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34266436/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33734548/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33707498/
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OPEN ACCESS WEBINARS

https://anatomy.org/AAA/Resources/Webinars/AAA/Resources/Webinars-Folder/Webinars.aspx?hkey=eb604e22-af68-49e7-8513-2fe61f600bc9


BOOK CLUB
Read a book that you enjoyed so much you'd recommend it to all your anatomist friends? 

Send your recommendations to amanda.meyer@uwa.edu.au.
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES

16th December 2021
British Association of Clinical Anatomists

5th Beat: "Looking into the future" - The use of artificial intelligence and virtual
learning in clinical practice and anatomical education will be discussed.



January 2022

Anatomical Society
Dublin, Ireland



28-30th January 2022

Anatomical Society of India
Virtual conference



2nd-5th April 2022

American Association for Anatomy
Philadelphia, USA



25-29th May 2022

Human Anatomy & Physiology Society
Fort Lauderdale, USA



4-7th June 2022

International Association of Medical Science Educators
Denver, USA



13-17th June 2022

American Association of Clinical Anatomists
Fort Worth, USA



5-7th August 2022

International Federation of Associations of Anatomists
Istanbul, Turkey 
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HIRING






https://www.monash.edu/discovery-institute/chae/education/anatomy-demonstrators
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REQUIRING

My name is Jackie Dent and I’m a journalist based in Sydney currently writing a book about whole body donation and
contemporary anatomy.  In some ways it’s random that I came to this topic but in many ways it feels fated. It began
Christmastime in 2017, when my parents and I were at the neighbours’ having a glass of champagne. We asked what
everybody had been up to during the year, and one of the young women of the household turned and said something along
the lines of, “Oh, Jackie, you’re a journalist, you’ll find this interesting.” It turned out she was working at a facility where
surgeons were practising on body parts. She was enjoying her work and casually remarked that all the parts were coming
from the US. “Why? Have people stopped donating?!”
I was instantly curious as body donation has always been a thing in our family as my paternal grandparents had both donated
their bodies to the University of Queensland. Since I was a child, I’d always been fascinated by what had happened to them.
My curiosity was probably egged along by my mother Elizabeth who is a nurse and had always been comfortable discussing
death. I also grew up in the Philippines, a country where open coffin funerals, dead bodies on the nightly news and re-
enactments of crucifixions as part of Catholic celebrations made me comfortable with the dead. 
After that fateful day I began thinking about my grandparents again. Why had they donated? Why do people donate?  I felt a
bit sad that people weren’t donating — had Australians lost their sense of altruism? And what was with using just body parts?
I began researching whole body donation and feel so lucky now that the first anatomist I spoke to was Goran Strkalj. My hand
hurt from clutching the phone so tightly as we spoke — it was all so interesting! He was at Macquarie University at the time
and explained that they didn’t have body donation shortages. He remarked that the 2019 International Association of
Federated Anatomists conference was coming up in London, and by chance, I was going to be in the city at the same time. I
went and met anatomists from all over the world, sat in all sorts of talks and checked out the merchandise.  
Back in Sydney, Goran introduced me to the good-humoured Professor Nalini Pather at UNSW, who told me about her life as
a young anatomist in South Africa, where many of the bodies she worked on were unclaimed black men.  She also talked
about all the eclectic research going on, the challenges in the field, and how she finds the thorax and the heart beautiful. She
opened yet another door to anatomy.
I’m now writing a book, which is to be published by Ultimo Press.  I’ve spoken to anatomists, museum curators, historians,
doctors, surgeons, anatomical artists, forensic scientists and many other generous and amusing characters from all over the
world who have slowly built a very different portrait of anatomy — one that is much more complex than the usual body
snatching tale that the public hears. 
I’m still researching so if there are any anatomists interested in chatting to me about their worlds, please get in touch at
jackiedent@fastmail.fm. I’m particularly keen to speak to anatomists and technicians about their life in the 60s,
70s and 80s. While the book is about me finding out what may have happened to my grandparents, it has come to be about
so much more. 

mailto:jackiedent@fastmail.fm

