
T h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  R e p o r t                                                            2
M e e t  t h e  C o u n c i l  2 0 2 5                                                             3
A N Z A C A  C o n f e r e n c e  2 0 2 4                                                         5
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  K e y n o t e  S p e a k e r :  D r  S a m u e l  W e b s t e r                   7
A N Z A C A  2 0 2 4  C o n f e r e n c e  A w a r d s                                             9
A N Z A C A  C o n f e r e n c e  S t u d e n t  s c h o l a r s h i p  w i n n e r s  2 0 2 4             1 0
S t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  r e p o r t                                                 1 2
N a v i g a t i n g  t h e  P a t h  t o  a  C o m p e l l i n g  M a n u s c r i p t :  
I n s i g h t s  f r o m  a n  A c a d e m i c  J o u r n a l  E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f                   1 3
2 2 n d  A n n u a l  A N Z A C A  c o n f e r e n c e  2 0 2 5                                      1 6
M e m b e r  C o n t r i b u t i o n s                                                             1 7
M e m b e r  A w a r d s                                                                       1 7
U p c o m i n g  C o n f e r e n c e s                                                            1 8
A N Z A C A  C o n f e r e n c e  2 0 2 4  P h o t o s                                             2 0

M A Y  2 0 2 5

D R  M a n i s h a  D a y a l  
 If you have anything you'd like to contribute

to the newsletter, please email:
m.dayal@westernsydney.edu.au

This newsletter has been compiled and
edited by 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

anzaca.org

http://anzaca.org/


       
          Kia ora koutou, and welcome to our first newsletter of 2025. It is great to be able to share
some ANZACA news with you all, and to introduce our Council for this year. We welcome new
Council members Leanne Kenway, Heath McGowan, and Junhua Xiao, alongside Kajaal Prasad who
has taken on the student representative role. At the end of last year we farewelled long-standing
Council members Michelle Lazarus and Mark Midwinter, and sincerely thank them for their
contributions over many years. I would also like to thank Annemiek Beverdam and her New South
Wales team for hosting a successful ANZACA 2024 conference in Dubbo, with a theme of Inclusive
Anatomy. As you will read about on the following pages, delegates were not only treated to an
engaging array of presentations, but also unique opportunities to network and sample the local
hospitality. 

There are a number of important ANZACA events on the horizon, including this year’s conference,
which will be run as an online event (4–5 December, 2025; more information to follow soon). In
addition, ANZACA will be hosting the next International Federation of Associations of Anatomists
(IFAA) Congress in Melbourne, August 13–16, 2026 – with a theme of Anatomy is for Everyone. A
small local organising team has been formed, and will soon be seeking volunteers to help with
many aspects of this Congress. This promises to be an exciting event and opportunity to showcase
anatomy across Australia and New Zealand, so please spread the word to your colleagues, whether
local or international and register your interest now!
We welcome any feedback or suggestions in relation to all things ANZACA, so please get in touch at
any time.

Kā mihi,
Steph  
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The President's
Report

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/nmj-Cnx1vlf7AjABVc9fMfJ94JJ?domain=ifaa2026.org/
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Meet the Council 2025

D r  S t e p h a n i e  Wo o d l e y  i s  a  P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O t a g o ,  b a s e d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e nt  o f

A n a t o m y.  C o m i n g  f r o m  a  p h y s i o t h e r a p y
b a c k g r o u n d ,  S t e p h  r e a l l y  e n j o y s  t e a c h i n g

c l i n i c a l  a n a t o m y  t o  p h y s i o t h e r a p y,  s c i e n c e
s t u d e nt s  a n d  p r a c t i c i n g ,  m e nt o r i n g
p o s t g r a d u a t e  r e s e a r c h  s t u d e nt s  a n d

c o nt r i b u t i n g  t o  c o nt i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  He r

r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  s y s t e m ,
w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h i p  a n d  p e l v i c

r e g i o n s ,  i m a g i n g  a n d  c l i n i c a l  a s s e s s m e nt ,  a s  we l l
a s  a n a t o m i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  S t e p h  i s  a  s e c t i o n

e d i t o r  ( Pe l v i c  G i r d l e  a n d  L owe r  L i m b)  o f  G r ay ’ s
A n a t o m y :  T h e  A n a t o m i c a l  B a s i s  o f  C l i n i c a l

P r a c t i c e  a n d  h a s  r e c e nt l y  b e e n  a p p o i nt e d  o n e  o f
t h e  s e c r e t a r i e s  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Fe d e r a t i o n

o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  A n a t o m i s t s  ( I FA A ) .

D r.  Awa i s  S a l e e m  B a b r i  i s  a  a c c o m p l i s h e d
c l i n i c i a n ,  a c a d e m i c ,  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r  i n

b i o m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  a n a t o m y
a n d  c l i n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  C u r r e nt l y  a t  t h e

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d ' s  S c h o o l  o f  B i o m e d i c a l
S c i e n c e s ,  h e  e x c e l s  i n  c o u r s e  c o o r d i n a t i o n ,

c u r r i c u l u m  r e d e s i g n ,  a n d  i n n o va t i v e  t e a c h i n g ,
i n c l u d i n g  v i r t u a l  r e a l i t y  ( V R )  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n

a n a t o m y  e d u c a t i o n .  Ho l d i n g  a  P h D  i n  A n a t o m y
a n d  a  G r a d u a t e  C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  C l i n i c a l  E d u c a t i o n ,

D r.  S a l e e m  h a s  r e c e i v e d  m u l t i p l e  t e a c h i n g
awa r d s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  U Q  C i t a t i o n s  Awa r d  a n d
U Q M S  B e s t  Te a c h e r  Awa r d  f o r  P r e - C l i n i c a l

Ye a r s .  He  i s  a c t i v e l y  i nv o l v e d  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  A N Z A CA  a n d  A N Z A H P E .  H i s
r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s  o n  V R  i n  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,

s u r g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  sE M G ,  a n d  s t u d e nt -
c e nt e r e d  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  h e  h a s  p r e s e nt e d  g l o b a l l y

a n d  s e c u r e d  n u m e r o u s  r e s e a r c h  g r a nt s .

D r  N a t a s h a  F l a c k  i s  a  L e c t u r e r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O t a g o ,
b a s e d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e nt  o f  A n a t o m y  a n d  t e a c h e s  g r o s s

a n a t o m y  t o  s c i e n c e ,  p h y s i o t h e r a p y  a n d  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n
s t u d e nt s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t e r t i a r y  e d u c a t i o n .  N a t a s h a ' s

p r i m a r y  r e s e a r c h  i n t e r e s t  i s  i n  t h e  m u s c u l o s k e l e t a l  a n a t o m y
o f  t h e  l owe r  l i m b ,  a n d  a i m s  t o  p r o v i d e  s c i e nt i f i c ,  a n a t o m i c a l
e v i d e n c e  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  c l i n i c a l  t r e a t m e nt s ,  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d

o u t c o m e s  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  s u c h  a s
i m a g i n g  ( M R I ,  u l t r a s o u n d  e t c) ,  d i s s e c t i o n  a n d  h i s t o l o g y  i n t o

h e r  r e s e a r c h  a p p r o a c h e s .  
I n  h e r  a n a t o m i c a l  s c i e n c e s  e d u c a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  N a t a s h a  i s

f o c u s e d  o n  s t u d e nt ’ s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n a t o m y  a n d  i n
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  u s i n g  c a d av e r i c  t i s s u e  p l ay s  i n  t h e
s u c c e s s  o f  l e a r n i n g  a n a t o m y.  N a t a s h a  i s  c u r r e nt l y  i nv o l v e d

i n  s t u d i e s  t h a t  l o o k  a t  s c i e n c e  s t u d e nt s '  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f
u s i n g  c a d av e r i c  t i s s u e ,  a n d  w h a t  s u p p o r t  s y s t e m s  a r e  i n
p l a c e ,  a n d/o r  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e i r

l e a r n i n g .  S h e  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  l i n k  b e t we e n
m o t i va t i o n ,  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  i d e nt i f y i n g

p a r t i c u l a r  t h r e s h o l d  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  m ay  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
l e a r n i n g  a d va n c e d  a n a t o m i c a l  k n ow l e d g e .  

N a t a s h a  h a s  b e e n  a n  e l e c t e d  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r  f o r  A N Z A CA
s i n c e  2 0 1 8 ,  a n d  t h e  N Z  Tr e a s u r e r  s i n c e  2 0 2 0 .  

D r  A a r o n  M cD o n a l d  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  a t
L a  Tr o b e  U n i v e r s i t y,  b a s e d  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e nt  o f

M i c r o b i o l o g y,  A n a t o m y,  P h y s i o l o g y  a n d
P h a r m a c o l o g y.  He  h a s  t a u g ht  Hu m a n  A n a t o m y  t o

U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e nt s  f o r  o v e r  2 0  ye a r s .  H i s
r e s e a r c h  b e g a n  b y  i nv e s t i g a t i n g  s k e l e t a l  s y s t e m

d e v e l o p m e nt  a n d  d i s e a s e ,  b u t  h a s  s h i f t e d  t o
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  e n c o m p a s s i n g  a s s e s s m e nt ,

o n l i n e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  d i g i t a l  t e c h n o l o g i e s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y,  h e  i s  i nv o l v e d  i n  d i s s e c t i o n - b a s e d

r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  t o p o g r a p h y  o f  a n a t o m i c a l
s t r u c t u r e s .  A a r o n  i s  a  Fe l l ow  o f  t h e  H i g h e r
E d u c a t i o n  A c a d e m y  a n d  h a s  wo n  m u l t i p l e

t e a c h i n g  awa r d s  i n c l u d i n g  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  Awa r d
f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  Te a c h i n g  c i t a t i o n .  

Q u e nt i n  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  i n  C l i n i c a l  A n a t o m y  a t  T h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e ,  A u s t r a l i a .  He  e a r n e d  a  d e g r e e  i n
A n a t o m y,  f o l l owe d  b y  a  P h D  i n  C l i n i c a l  A n a t o m y,  f r o m  T h e

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A d e l a i d e .  He  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  2 5  ye a r s  o f
e x p e r i e n c e  t e a c h i n g  h e a d - t o - t o e  a n a t o m y  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,

No r t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e  U K .  I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  e x c e l l e n c e  i n
C l i n i c a l  A n a t o m y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h ,  h e  wa s  e l e c t e d  t o

Fu l l  Fe l l ow s h i p  o f  t h e  R o y a l  C o l l e g e  o f  P h y s i c i a n s  a n d
S u r g e o n s  o f  G l a s g ow  i n  2 0 1 3 .  He  s p e c i a l i s e s  i n  a d va n c e d

a n a t o m y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  f o r  a c t i v e  c l i n i c i a n s .  H i s
wo r k  a i m s  t o  e n h a n c e  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d e t a i l e d

a n a t o m y,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  l i m b s ,  a n d  t o  a p p l y  t h a t  t o
c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  He  i s  a  c o - f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  M e l b o u r n e

A c a d e m y  o f  S u r g i c a l  A n a t o m y,  a n  e x a m i n e r  f o r  t h e  R o y a l
A u s t r a l a s i a n  C o l l e g e  o f  S u r g e o n s  a n d  a  f r e q u e nt  c o l l a b o r a t o r

w i t h  s u r g i c a l  s p e c i a l t i e s  a n d  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r y.  He  wa s
p r e v i o u s l y  P r e s i d e nt  o f  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  a n d  Ne w  Z e a l a n d

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C l i n i c a l  A n a t o m i s t s  ( 2 0 2 1-2 0 24 )  a n d  i s  t h e  c o -
c h a i r  o f  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  2 2  C o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Fe d e r a t i o n  o f  A s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  A n a t o m i s t s  ( I FA A )  t o  b e  h e l d  i n
M e l b o u r n e  i n  A u g u s t ,  2 0 2 6 .

n d

D r  E r i k  Wi b owo  i s  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n
Tr e a s u r e r  f o r  t h e  A N Z A CA .  He  i s  a n

A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  i n  a n a t o m y  i n  t h e
S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e s  a t  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S yd n e y.  S o m e  o f  h i s
r e s e a r c h  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  f o c u s e d  o n

a n a t o m y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a l s o  s t u d e nt
we l l b e i n g .  H i s  a c t i v e  p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e

i nv e s t i g a t i n g  s t u d e nt s '  v i s u a l  a t t e nt i o n
t o  a n a t o m i c a l  va r i a t i o n ,  p r o f i l e s  o f
s t u d e nt s  w h o  u s e  a n a t o m y  m u s e u m
r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  i n s o m n i a  s y m p t o m s

a m o n g  m e d i c a l  s t u d e nt s .  
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A / P r o f  K r i s z t i n a  Va l t e r  M D,  P h D,  G r a dC e r t H E ,  S F H E A  i s  t h e
d i s c i p l i n e  l e a d  o f  Hu m a n  A n a t o m y  a n d  C h a i r  o f  t h e  M e d i c a l

S c i e n c e s  T h e m e  i n  t h e  g r a d u a t e - e nt r y  m e d i c a l  p r o g r a m
( M C h D)  i n  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e  a n d  P s yc h o l o g y  a t  t h e

A u s t r a l i a n  N a t i o n a l  U n i v e r s i t y.  S h e  h a s  b e e n  t e a c h i n g
a n a t o m y  a n d  n e u r o s c i e n c e  t o  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d  m e d i c a l
s t u d e nt s  f o r  o v e r  2 0  ye a r s .  S h e  h a s  c o - d e s i g n e d  a n d  c o -

c o nv e n e s  t h e  E x q u i s i t e  C o r p s e  t r a n s d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o u r s e  t h a t
c o m b i n e s  t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  t h e  k n ow l e d g e  o f  v i s u a l  a r t s  a n d
t h e  a n a t o m y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y.  S h e  r e c e i v e d  a  n u m b e r  o f
e d u c a t i o n a l  awa r d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  C i t a t i o n  f o r  E x c e l l e n c e  i n

Te a c h i n g  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  L e a r n i n g  a n d  Te a c h i n g .  S h e  h a s
a  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  a n d  h a s  b e e n

p u b l i s h i n g  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  D r  Va l t e r  g r a d u a t e d  a t  t h e
S e m m e l we i s  M e d i c a l  U n i v e r s i t y,  i n  B u d a p e s t ,  Hu n g a r y,

s u b s e q u e nt l y  b e c a m e  a n  o p ht h a l m i c  s p e c i a l i s t  a n d  a  Fe l l ow
o f  t h e  Hu n g a r i a n  O p ht h a l m o l o g i s t  S o c i e t y.  S h e  i s  a  s e n i o r
r e s e a r c h e r  i n  t h e  J o h n  C u r t i n  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c a l  R e s e a r c h ,

A N U.  He r  v i s i o n  r e s e a r c h  f o c u s e s  o n  n o n - i nva s i v e
t r e a t m e nt s  f o r  r e t i n a l  d e g e n e r a t i v e  d i s e a s e s .

D r  J u n h u a  X i a o  ( M BB S ,  P h D,  F H E A )  i s  a n  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r
o f  D i g i t a l  A n a t o m y  i n  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  He a l t h  S c i e n c e s ,
S w i n b u r n e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Te c h n o l o g y,  A u s t r a l i a .  A f t e r
c o m p l e t i n g  h e r  m e d i c a l  t r a i n i n g ,  s h e  u n d e r t o o k  P h D

r e s e a r c h  i n  n e u r o s c i e n c e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e .
J u n h u a  h a s  e x t e n s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  a n d

i m p l e m e nt a t i o n  o f  s y s t e m i c  a n a t o m y,  r e g i o n a l  a n a t o m y  a n d
n e u r o a n a t o m y  c u r r i c u l a  i n  m e d i c i n e ,  a l l i e d  h e a l t h  a n d

b i o m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  h u m a n
a n a t o m y  t e a c h i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n t e g r a t i n g  d i g i t a l

t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  n e u r o i m a g i n g .  J u n h u a  s e r v e s  o n  t h e
E d i t o r i a l  B o a r d s  o f  B i o c h e m i s t r y  a n d  C e l l  B i o l o g y,  BM C

M e d i c a l  E d u c a t i o n .  S h e  h a s  l e d  l a r g e - s c a l e  m u l t i -
d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  f u n d e d  t h r o u g h  n a t i o n a l  a n d
i nt e r n a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  a g e n c i e s .  I n  2 0 2 1 ,  J u n h u a  e s t a b l i s h e d
t h e  D i g i t a l  A n a t o m y  Ne t wo r k  a s  t h e  Fo u n d i n g  D i r e c t o r.  A t
S w i n b u r n e ,  s h e  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  D e p u t y  D e p a r t m e nt  C h a i r  o f

B i o m e d i c a l ,  He a l t h  a n d  E x e r c i s e  S c i e n c e s  a n d  i s  t h e  D i g i t a l
He a l t h  P r o g r a m  L e a d  a t  t h e  Iv e r s o n  He a l t h  I n n o va t i o n

R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e .
I m a g e  t a k e n  b y  Tr a c y  Ne a r m y

D r  L e a n n e  Ke nway  i s  a  S e n i o r  L e c t u r e r  o f  A n a t o m y  a n d
P h y s i o l o g y  i n  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  P h a r m a c y  a n d  M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e s

a t  G r i f f i t h  U n i v e r s i t y.  He r  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a
p h y s i o t h e r a p i s t  e n a b l e s  h e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  a u t h e nt i c  c o nt e x t

f o r  h e r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  h e a l t h  s t u d e nt s  i n  h e r  l a r g e
f o u n d a t i o n  ye a r  A n a t o m y  a n d  P h y s i o l o g y  c o u r s e .  B r i n g i n g

r e a l - wo r l d  e x a m p l e s  t o  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  h e l p s  s t u d e nt s
c o n s o l i d a t e  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  m a k e  r e l e va nt  c o n n e c t i o n s

b e t we e n  t h e  a n a t o m i c a l  s c i e n c e s  a n d  c l i n i c a l  p o p u l a t i o n s .
S h e  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  b e h av i o u r a l  Ne u r o s c i e n c e
a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  d i g i t a l  s o f t wa r e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  s u p p l e m e nt
a n a t o m y  t e a c h i n g  t o  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a l l i e d  h e a l t h  s t u d e nt s

a n d  h a s  b e e n  awa r d e d  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  3 D  d i g i t a l  c a d av e r s  t o
e n h a n c e  s t u d e nt  l e a r n i n g ,  o n l i n e  e n g a g e m e nt  a n d  s u c c e s s .

S h e  i s  c u r r e nt l y  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  a  t r a n s l a n g u a g i n g
p e d a g o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  a n a t o m y  l e a r n i n g  t o  f o s t e r  t h e

s u p e r p owe r s  o f  m u l t i l i n g u a l  l e a r n e r s  a n d  i s  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t
h e l p i n g  s t u d e nt s  d e v e l o p  s k i l l s  f o r  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n i n g  (a n d  a

l o v e  o f  a n a t o m y) !  L e a n n e  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  a n  e l e c t e d  A N Z A CA
C o u n c i l  m e m b e r  f o r  2 0 2 5 -2 0 2 6 .

D r.  S h o k r i  h a s  a n  e d u c a t i o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w i t h  a  P h . D.
f o c u s e d  i n  A n a t o m i c a l  S c i e n c e s  f r o m  Te h r a n  U n i v e r s i t y  o f

M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e s .  T h e n ,  h e  t o o k  a n  i n t e r n s h i p  i n  P r o f .
R o b e r t  J o h n  A i t k e n ’s  l a b  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ne wc a s t l e ,

A u s t r a l i a  ( 2 0 0 9) .  D u r i n g  h i s  s t ay  i n  h i s  l a b ,  h e  s t u d i e d  s i g n a l
t r a n s d u c t i o n  c a s c a d e s  a c t i va t e d  b y  i n s u l i n  i n  t h e  m a l e

g e r m l i n e ,  a n d  h e  g a i n e d  a  g o o d  k n ow l e d g e  o f  Hu m a n  S p e r m
B i o l o g y.  T h e  d a t a  c u r r e nt l y  we r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  M o l e c u l a r
a n d  C e l l u l a r  E n d o c r i n o l o g y.  D r.  S h o k r i  a l s o  m o v e d  t o  L u n d

U n i v e r s i t y -S we d e n  i n  2 0 1 5  a n d  s t a r t e d  h i s  j o b  a s  a  p o s t -
d o c t o r a l  r e s e a r c h e r  w i t h  a n  i n t e n s e  f o c u s  o n  m a l e

i n f e r t i l i t y .  D r.  S h o k r i ,  w i t h  a  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  h a s  b e e n  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l

a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  l e c t u r e r  i n  A n a t o m i c a l  S c i e n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
h u m a n  a n a t o m y,  h i s t o l o g y,  e m b r yo l o g y,  a n d  c e l l  b i o l o g y,
s i n c e  2 0 0 3 .  He  h a s  wo r k e d  a s  a  l e c t u r e r  a t  t h e  S c h o o l  o f
R u r a l  He a l t h  ( D u b b o/O r a n g e)  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S yd n e y

S i n c e  2 0 2 1 .  He  h a s  b e e n  p r o m o t e d  t o  s e n i o r  l e c t u r e r
( E d u c a t i o n  f o c u s e d )  s i n c e  Ja n u a r y  2 0 23 .  He  s t a r t e d  h i s  n e w

r o l e  a t  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e s  (S oM S ) .

D r  He a t h  M c G owa n  i s  a  S e n i o r
L e c t u r e r  o f  Hu m a n  A n a t o m y  i n  t h e

D e p a r t m e nt  o f  M i c r o b i o l o g y,
A n a t o m y,  P h y s i o l o g y  a n d

P h a r m a c o l o g y  a t  L a  Tr o b e  U n i v e r s i t y.
He a t h  h a s  b e e n  t e a c h i n g  A n a t o m y  f o r

1 5  ye a r s .  I n i t i a l l y  r e s e a r c h i n g  b o n e
r e s o r p t i v e  d i s e a s e s ,  h i s  r e s e a r c h  h a s

n ow  e v o l v e d  t o  b e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e
i m p l e m e nt a t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  d i g i t a l
a n a t o m i c a l  r e s o u r c e s .  He a t h  h a s  wo n
a  n u m b e r  o f  awa r d s  f o r  h i s  t e a c h i n g

a n d  r e s e a r c h ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  2 0 2 1
A u s t r a l i a n  Awa r d  f o r  U n i v e r s i t y

Te a c h i n g  c i t a t i o n .

K a j a a l  i s  a  D i s s e c t i o n  S c i e nt i s t  a t  Ne p e a n  Ho s p i t a l ’ s
A n a t o m i c a l  P a t h o l o g y  d e p a r t m e nt  a n d  a  P h D  c a n d i d a t e

a t  We s t e r n  S yd n e y  U n i v e r s i t y,  w h e r e  s h e  f o c u s e s  o n
d e v e l o p i n g  3 D  p r i nt e d  b r e a s t  s p e c i m e n s  f o r  d i s s e c t i o n

t r a i n i n g .  S h e  h o l d s  a  B a c h e l o r  o f  M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e  i n
A n a t o m y  &  P h y s i o l o g y,  a  M a s t e r  o f  R e s e a r c h ,  a n d  i s  a n
a n a t o m i c a l  p a t h o l o g y  t r a i n e e  w i t h  t h e  R o y a l  C o l l e g e  o f
P a t h o l o g i s t s  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  ( R C PA )  Fa c u l t y  o f  S c i e n c e .   

Wi t h  e x p e r i e n c e  a c r o s s  b o t h  p r i va t e  a n d  p u b l i c
h e a l t h c a r e  s e c t o r s ,  K a j a a l  s p e c i a l i s e s  i n  d i s s e c t i o n

t r a i n i n g ,  s u p e r v i s i o n ,  a n d  c o m p e t e n c y  a s s e s s m e nt  f o r
t e c h n i c i a n s  a n d  p a t h o l o g y  t r a i n e e s .  S h e  m e nt o r s

r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  u t i l i s i n g  3 D  p r i nt e d  m o d e l s  i n  b r e a s t
c a n c e r  r e s e a r c h .  P a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  e n h a n c i n g

e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  k n ow l e d g e
r e t e nt i o n  i n  a n a t o m i c a l  p a t h o l o g y,  K a j a a l  a l s o

c o l l a b o r a t e s  w i t h  We s t e r n  S yd n e y  U n i v e r s i t y  t o  e n g a g e
s t u d e nt s  a n d  p r o m o t e  d i s s e c t i o n  a s  a  v i a b l e  c a r e e r

p a t h way.

M a n i s h a  i s  a  S e n i o r  L e c t u r e r  a t  We s t e r n
S yd n e y  U n i v e r s i t y.  S h e  i s  h u m a n  a n a t o m i s t
a n d  f o r e n s i c  a nt h r o p o l o g i s t  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n

2 0  ye a r s  o f  t e a c h i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h
e x p e r i e n c e .  He r  t e a c h i n g  p h i l o s o p h y  i s

f o c u s s e d  o n  s t u d e nt  e n g a g e m e nt ,  e s p e c i a l l y
a s  s e e n  i n  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  u s i n g  F l i p p e d
c l a s s r o o m s .  M a n i s h a ’ s  p r i m a r y  r e s e a r c h

i nt e r e s t  i s  i n  f o r e n s i c  a nt h r o p o l o g y
s t a n d a r d s ;  a n a t o m i c a l  va r i a t i o n  a n d  i t s

c o n s e q u e n c e s  i n  s u r g e r y ;  a n d  3 D  p r i nt e d
t e c h n o l o g y  i n  l e a r n i n g .  S h e  i s  c u r r e nt l y

i nv o l v e d  i n  l o o k i n g  t o  i m p r o v e  a n a t o m i c a l
k n ow l e d g e  r e t e nt i o n  t h r o u g h  h a n d s  o n  3 D

p r i nt e d  m o d e l s  f o r  h e a l t h  s c i e n c e  s t u d e nt s
a s  we l l  a s  p a t h o l o g y  t r a i n e e s .



         The 21  Annual ANZACA conference was held in the RSL in Dubbo, 3-5 December 2024. A
wonderful group of anatomists from all over rural NSW had been working very hard across the year
to put the conference together: Dr James Wickham (CSU Orange), Dr Monique Pointon (CSU Dubbo),
Dr Natalia Bilton (CSU Port Macquarie), and A/Prof Annemiek Beverdam (USYD SRH Dubbo), with the
amazing support of ANZACA Council members A/Prof Krisztina Valter (ANU), Dr Manisha Dayal (WSU),
Professor Stephanie Woodley (Otago), A/Prof Erik Wibowo (USYD), Dr Saeed Shokri (USYD), Dr Saleem
Babri (UQ) and A/Prof Quentin Fogg (UniMelb). 

st

Overall, 74 delegates attended the conference mostly from Australia and NZ but also from the UK
and USA, South Africa, Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, Korea, and India. It was a true international anatomy
feast!
          The conference theme was Inclusive Anatomy, and there was a strong focus on anatomy in
rural areas of Australia with sessions dedicated to Rural Education and Indigenous health care,
education and research. Other sessions included Online Education Resources, Gamification,
Educational Research, Anatomy visualization, Educational research and Clinical Anatomy Research.
There were also two rapid fire sessions to give all poster presenters a chance to show their work to all
conference attendees.
          Uncle Lewis Burns opened the conference by Welcoming us all to the Country of the Wiradjuri
People. Dubbo Mayor Josh Black welcomed us to the town of Dubbo, and conference host and
Deputy Head of School A/Prof Randall Greenberg, the Conference Chair A/Prof Annemiek Beverdam
(USYD SRH Dubbo), and the ANZACA President A/Prof Quentin Fogg (UniMelb) welcomed the
conference delegates to the conference.
Keynote speakers were the amazing Dr Samuel Webster of Swansea University in the UK. He
delivered a workshop where he told us about his journey setting up an effective YouTube channel for
anatomical sciences education, and covered the revolution of digital technology in anatomy
education. He also delivered the opening keynote: a teaching toolbox. Our second keynote speaker
was Professor Mark Arnold, the Chief Medical Officer of the Western NSW Local Health District who
stressed the importance of anatomy education of healthcare in rural and in metropolitan areas. Dr
Claudia Diaz of CSU Albury-Wodonga delivered a fun, hands-on workshop on body painting as a
method to teach anatomy. In her keynote, Claudia spoke about innovative education approaches in
rural Australia.
          On the first day of the conference, there were also workshops by Dr James Wickham (CSU
Orange) on the use of plastinated specimens in anatomy education, by Dr Natalia Bilton (CSU PMQ)
and Dr Monique Pointon (CSU Dubbo) on how to teach anatomy in a rural context, and by Professor
Michelle Lazarus (Monash) on the influence of cultural hegemony, uncertainty tolerance, and cultural
literacy on sustainable diversity, equity and inclusion.
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          We were very honoured to have a lecture delivered by A/Prof Jason Organ, the Editor in Chief of
Anatomical Sciences Education, who outlined how the peer review process works at the journal. A
very helpful session for all of us aspiring authors in this prestigious journal! We also had a feature
session by Dr Clare Aland of UQ who spoke about ethical issues relating to the use of histology slide
collections, and she presented a framework to inform best practices in their curation and use in
education.
          Besides the scientific sessions, there was also a great social program. Dr Russell Young
delivered two very wholesome yoga sessions, and we were massively inspired by Claudia Diaz’
fantastic exhibition of body paint art. There was a great welcome cocktail evening on an outside
balcony of the Dubbo RSL overlooking Dubbo on a balmy summer evening where colleagues from far
and wide had a good opportunity to reconnect. The conference was concluded by a wonderful
conference dinner at the Dubbo zoo, where, as on cue a group of kangaroos with joeys appeared on
the terrace, to the enormous delight of our international guests. A guided zoo tour happened for
some fresh-faced delegates on the morning after the conference dinner where they had the
opportunity to get close and personal with the wildlife and to feed the giraffes. Delegates and the
larger ANZACA community remained connected via the ANZACA WhatsApp group, which has been a
super-fun conference feature, which remained active and chatty for weeks after everyone had left
Dubbo.
          The conference has been a great success and could not have happened without our wonderful
sponsors The University of Sydney School of Rural Health Dubbo, Elsevier, Western Sydney University
School of Science, Primal Pictures, Zeiss, Wolters Kluwer, Anatomedia, APE Medical and Dubbo City
Council. And also a huge shout out to our amazing student helpers who were truly the oil in the
wheels of the conference: Jason d’Apice (CSU Dubbo), the USYD SRH Year 1 medical students Andre
McDuling, Daniel Weber, Cate King, Sofia Rundbach, Carolyn Lundie, Maddy Chisholm, and CSU
Albury-Wodonga student Laura McKenna.
Thank you all for coming and making this very first rural ANZACA conference such a great success. We
look forward to seeing everyone again soon and at the next ANZACA conference in 2025!

A/Prof Annemiek Beverdam and the Organising Team
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          I teach anatomy at Swansea University in the UK. I also make anatomy videos for my students
to add to their learning, which has been particularly useful with the successes of our courses leading
to ever larger student cohorts, and I share these videos and vlogs on YouTube. When I talked myself
into making these videos I was under the impression that only students would watch them, and that
my anatomy peers and colleagues would find them too boring to ever watch. With that fear removed
I felt able to make a video every week on a topic that I was either interested in or that students
needed a little help with. Eight years later I was invited by my international anatomy peers to the
2024 ANZACA conference in Dubbo to talk about how I make anatomy videos and how they fit into
my teaching alongside the many other tools anatomists use. Living in the original South Wales I
would never turn down an opportunity to visit the New South Wales, but I was a little wrong about
teachers not wanting to watch my videos. Some anxiety has returned. It is much easier to record a
video when you don’t imagine the people on the other side of the camera that might be scrutinizing
what you say.

          The technology available to us continually changes and over the last 15 years online video has
become accessible to educators and learner alike. It is now very easy to create and share video, and
anatomists wanted me to talk about my experiences. I can talk all day about the structure of a video,
the hidden story telling tricks, personality, lights, exposure, microphones, cameras, lenses, editing,
animation, camera tracking, the fear of uploading, coping with comments, avoiding the numbers
pushed at you by giant corporations, and workflow, but I only had an hour and a half. Clearly, by the
number of questions I had, many other teachers are also keen to produce videos to help students
and the public learn about anatomy and their bodies. For everything I said, getting started and
keeping going are the two hardest things to do when sharing teaching videos online. When those
things happen, everything else can follow. We talk about students learning most effectively by doing,
and we are no different.
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          At ANZACA I met some like-minded spirits, others for whom creation is part of their own life
satisfaction in step with student education. Like many anatomy conferences an important reason for
meeting is to compare experiences and find that we are all in similar positions, with similar
difficulties, and trying similar solutions. Sometimes just sharing helps your problems feel less
impossible, and if you’re really lucky you will come across someone that has a solution for you to try. 
          There are not enough anatomy teachers in the world and anatomy is buried in the
foundations of all health care professions. The world has an ageing population and healthcare
demands are ever increasing. Older (or maybe I should just say “more experienced”) anatomy
teachers feel the importance of bringing younger anatomy enthusiasts into the fold. Teaching
anatomy can be one arrow in your quiver, and one section on your curriculum vitae, underneath
research or clinical work. Experience and enthusiasm for teaching can be strong selling points when
looking at job applications. The world will always need anatomy teachers. ANZACA and other
anatomy associations are placed to link you up and integrate you with others that can support and
advise you, and remind you that your challenges are not yours alone.

          This has been my first visit to Australia. We have talked about visiting for a long time, with
friends to see and cliffs to climb in Tasmania, and mountains and long distance walks to contemplate
in New Zealand. We have done none of those things on our first visit but the world feels a little
smaller now. Taking the train from Sydney to Orange to visit James Wickham’s anatomy lab we were
amused to feel that the landscape after the Blue Mountains felt very like we were gliding through
south and mid Wales if you didn’t look too closely at the trees. Likewise slipping into Australian
culture, lingo and the friendly nature of the people here has been unconscious. 

          I vlog because I used to blog. Technology moved and we moved with it. I vlog to make the
world feel smaller. To see other people living their lives can help make those imagined walls between
us start to become a little more transparent. As a teacher I need students to feel that it is easy to ask
me questions because they will learn faster and learn more. As a teacher I need to be able to spend
time with other teachers, whether they live in the northern or southern hemispheres. People know
so much more than I do, and the more I study the more I see that I know nothing. Teachers are
forever students, and as we encourage students to support one another in their journeys we must
do the same in ours. 

Thank you for inviting me to speak at the ANZACA conference. I had a lot of fun, I felt supported, I
learnt a lot, I got to talk a lot about things that I like talking about and I think we all know each other a
little better as a result. 

Dr Samuel Webster
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Conference Awards

B e s t  C l i n i c a l
A n a t o m y  R e s e a r c h
O r a l  P r e s e nt a t i o n :  

Je r i n  M a t h e w

B e s t  C l i n i c a l  A n a t o m y
R e s e a r c h  Po s t e r

P r e s e nt a t i o n :  
C o n n o r  B l y t h e

B e s t  E d u c a t i o n
R e s e a r c h  O r a l
P r e s e nt a t i o n :  

C h r i s t i n a  By u n

B e s t  E d u c a t i o n
R e s e a r c h  Po s t e r

P r e s e nt a t i o n :  
R u s s e l l  Yo u n g



ANZACA Conference
Student scholarship winners 2024

“ A N Z A C A  2 0 2 4  w a s  m y  f i r s t  i n - p e r s o n
c o n f e r e n c e ,  a n d  I  c a n  c o n f i d e n t l y  s a y  t h a t  i n -

p e r s o n  i s  f a r  m o r e  r e w a r d i n g  a n d  e n j o y a b l e
t h a n  o n l i n e !  D u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  r a p i d - f i r e

p o s t e r  s e s s i o n ,  I  p r e s e n t e d  m y  w o r k  o n
s y p h i l i s  a n d  g o n o r r h o e a  i n  t h e  g o l d  m i n i n g

w o r l d  o f  O t a g o ,  N e w  Z e a l a n d .  H a v i n g  a n
e n g a g e d  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  w a s  n o d d i n g  a l o n g  a n d

a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e  f a c t  s h o w e d  m e  t h a t
p e o p l e  h a v e  a  g e n u i n e  i n t e r e s t  i n  m y  r e s e a r c h .

T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s h a r i n g  m y  f i n d i n g s  a n d
h a v i n g  p e o p l e  k n o w  a b o u t  m y  r e s e a r c h  i s  a n
a m a z i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  I  h a v e  t a k e n  a w a y

f r o m  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e . ”
K i r s t e n  R u t t e n

M A Y  2 0 2 5 1 0

“ T h e  A N Z A C A  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  m y  f i r s t
c o n f e r e n c e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  i t  w a s

a n  i n c r e d i b l y  v a l u a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  l e a r n i n g
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o w t h .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e v e n t ,

I  g a i n e d  i m p o r t a n t  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  l a t e s t
r e s e a r c h  i n  a n a t o m y  a n d  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o
e n g a g e  w i t h  e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  O n e  o f  t h e

h i g h l i g h t s  o f  m y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w a s  s e r v i n g  a s  a
p a n e l  m e m b e r  i n  a  s e s s i o n ,  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  m e  t o

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  s h a r e  m y
p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  a n d  l e a r n  f r o m  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s '

e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  h e l p e d  m e
d e v e l o p  m y  a b i l i t y  t o  e n g a g e  i n  a c a d e m i c

d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  e x p r e s s  m y  i d e a s  w i t h
c o n f i d e n c e . ”  

R o e y a  E s h a g h i m o g h a d d a m

“ I t  w a s  i n t e r e s t i n g  h a v i n g  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a  p l a c e
t h a t  w a s  n o t  y o u r  a v e r a g e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c i t y .  D u b b o

w a s  m y  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a  r u r a l  c i t y .  T h e
a t m o s p h e r e  f e l t  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  b o t h  i n  t h e

c o n f e r e n c e  a n d  o u t s i d e .  T h e  p r e s e n t e r s  a t  t h e
c o n f e r e n c e  w e r e  a l s o  a l l  v e r y  p a s s i o n a t e  a n d

e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  e n t h u s i a s m
w a s n ’ t  l i m i t e d  f o r  t h e i r  w o r k  b u t  t h e  w o r k  o f  o t h e r
c o l l e a g u e  p r e s e n t e r s .  I  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h i s  d u r i n g  m y
o w n  p o s t e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w h e r e  I  g o t  t h e  c h a n c e  t o

e x p r e s s  m y  r e s e a r c h  a n d  f i n d i n g s  t o  o t h e r s .  T h e
h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  A N Z A C A 2 0 2 4  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s

m e e t i n g  i n c r e d i b l e  a n a t o m i s t s  f r o m  a c r o s s
A u s t r a l i a  a n d  a b r o a d ,  a n d  f o r g i n g  n e w  f r i e n d s h i p s

t h a t  I  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  o t h e r w i s e  m a d e . ”  
A l i  M s a y e r
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“ T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  a  v a l u a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e

w h i c h  e x p o s e d  m e  t o  d i f f e r e n t  t o p i c s  o f
r e s e a r c h  a n d  g a v e  m e  m a n y  m o r e  g o o d

c o n t a c t s .  I t  w a s  g r e a t  t o  s e e  a  n e w  p a r t  o f
A u s t r a l i a  a n d  m e e t  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e

S y d n e y  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  i n  D u b b o .  I  e s p e c i a l l y
e n j o y e d  t h e  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  K e y n o t e  s p e a k e r s .

G i v i n g  m y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  A n a t o m y  o f
F i b u l a r i s  L o n g u s  a n d  B r e v i s :  D i s s e c t i o n  a n d
D i g i t i s a t i o n  S t u d y  i n c r e a s e d  m y  c o n f i d e n c e

w i t h  p r e s e n t i n g  t o  n e w  p e o p l e ,  a n d  r e c e i v i n g
q u e s t i o n s  m a d e  m e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  r e s e a r c h  f r o m

a  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e . ”
P a t r i c k  T o p p

M A Y  2 0 2 5 1 1

“ T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
C l i n i c a l  A n a t o m i s t s  ( A N Z A C A )  c o n f e r e n c e  2 0 2 4

i n  D u b b o ,  N S W ,  f o c u s e d  o n  " I n c l u s i v e
A n a t o m y " .  A n d  t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  w a s  v e r y

u n i q u e .
O n  W e d n e s d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  4 t h ,  I  a m  h o n o r e d

a n d  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  d i s c u s s  m y  r e s e a r c h  o n
p l a s t i n a t i o n  a t  t h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e ,

w h i c h  f o s t e r s  a  p l e a s a n t  a n d  c o l l e g i a l
a t m o s p h e r e .  T h i s  e v e n t  w i l l  e n h a n c e  v i s i b i l i t y

w i t h i n  t h e  a n a t o m y  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m u n i t y . ”  
A h m e d  E l s i r  M o k h t a r  A b d  E l m a g i d

“ I t  w a s  f a n t a s t i c  t o  m e e t  f u t u r e  c o l l e a g u e s
i n  a  f a m i l i a r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h e r e  I  s t u d y  i n

D u b b o .  I  e n j o y e d  t h e  i n s i g h t f u l
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  l o o k i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  f u t u r e

o f  a n a t o m y  t e a c h i n g ,  a n d  t h e  n e w  c o n t a c t s
t h a t  I  m a d e . ”  

J a n  E d w a r d  M o r g i e w i c z
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A s  A N Z A C A’s  S t u d e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  I  o r g a n i s e d  a  S t u d e n t  N i g h t  d u r i n g  t h e
2 0 24  D u b b o  C o n f e r e n c e.  T h e  e v e n t ,  h e l d  a t  “ D o w n  t h e  L a n e,”  w a s  a  r e l a x e d
e v e n i n g  w i t h  f o o d ,  d r i n k s ,  a n d  g r e a t  c o m p a n y,  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  s t u d e n t s  f r o m
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .

W e  h a d  s o m e  i n s i g h t f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a b o u t  o u r  s h a r e d  p a s s i o n  f o r  c l i n i c a l
a n a t o m y  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  u s  s t u d e n t s  f a c e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f
A u s t r a l i a  a n d  N e w  Z e a l a n d .  W e  a l s o  b r a i n s t o r m e d  i d e a s  o n  h o w  t o  o v e r c o m e
t h e s e  b a r r i e r s  a n d  h o w  A N Z A C A  c a n  s u p p o r t  i t s  s t u d e n t  m e m b e r s .

W i t h  m y  b a c k g r o u n d  a s  a  D i s s e c t i o n  S c i e n t i s t  i n  A n a t o m i c a l  Pa t h o l o g y,  w e
t o u c h e d  o n  w a y s  t o  i m p r o v e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  p o t e n t i a l l y
o r g a n i s i n g  a n a t o m i c a l  d i s s e c t i o n  e d u c a t i o n  s e s s i o n s  w i t h i n  a  c l i n i c a l  s p a c e,  t o
m a k e  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  e v e r y o n e.  T h i s  w a s  h i g h l i g h t e d  b y  t w o
s t u d e n t s  w h o  v i s i t e d  N e p e a n  H o s p i t a l ’s  A n a t o m i c a l  Pa t h o l o g y  D e p a r t m e n t  o v e r
t h e  C h r i s t m a s  b r e a k ,  g a i n i n g  h a n d s- o n  e x p e r i e n c e,  a n d  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e i r
p r a c t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h e  f i e l d .

O v e r a l l ,  i t  w a s  a  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  f e l l o w
s t u d e n t s  a n d  p e e r s  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

K a j a a l  P r a s a d
A N Z A C A  S t u d e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
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J a s o n  M .  O r g a n ,  P h D ,  F A A A
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e
E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f ,  A n a t o m i c a l  S c i e n c e s  E d u c a t i o n  ( a s e j o u r n a l . c o m )

W r i t i n g  a n d  s u b m i t t i n g  a  m a n u s c r i p t  o n  y o u r  r e s e a r c h  c a n  b e  a  d a u n t i n g  t a s k ,
b u t  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  g u i d a n c e ,  i t  b e c o m e s  a  m a n a g e a b l e  a n d  r e w a r d i n g  p r o c e s s .  A t
t h e  2 0 2 4  A N Z A C A  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  D u b b o ,  I  w a s  h o n o r e d  t o  s p e a k  a b o u t  p e e r
r e v i e w  a t  A n a t o m i c a l  S c i e n c e s  E d u c a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  u n v e i l i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s .
I ’ v e  s u m m a r i z e d  t h e  k e y  p o i n t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b e l o w ,  h o p i n g  t o  o f f e r
i n s i g h t s  i n t o  c r a f t i n g  a  c o m p e l l i n g  m a n u s c r i p t  a n d  n a v i g a t i n g  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n
p r o c e s s .

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  J o u r n a l  G u i d e l i n e s

O n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p s  i n  m a n u s c r i p t  p r e p a r a t i o n  i s  f a m i l i a r i z i n g  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  t h e
j o u r n a l ' s  g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  s u b m i s s i o n  s t a n d a r d s .  T h i s  k n o w l e d g e  h e l p s  t a i l o r  y o u r
m a n u s c r i p t  t o  m e e t  t h e  j o u r n a l ' s  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c h a n c e s  o f
a c c e p t a n c e .  M y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c h e c k i n g  t h e  s c o p e
o f  t h e  j o u r n a l  t o  e n s u r e  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  y o u r  r e s e a r c h  t o p i c .  S u b m i t t i n g  t o  a
j o u r n a l  t h a t  a l i g n s  w i t h  y o u r  r e s e a r c h  a r e a  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  y o u r
m a n u s c r i p t  b e i n g  r e v i e w e d  b y  e x p e r t s  i n  y o u r  f i e l d ,  t h e r e b y  e n h a n c i n g  y o u r
c h a n c e s  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  c a r e f u l l y  r e v i e w  a n d  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l ' s
f o r m a t t i n g  a n d  s u b m i s s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s p e c i f i c  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r
m a n u s c r i p t  s t r u c t u r e ,  c i t a t i o n  s t y l e ,  a n d  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l s  r e q u i r e d .

I n i t i a l  S u b m i s s i o n

P r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  s u b m i s s i o n  i n v o l v e s  s e v e r a l  c r i t i c a l  s t e p s .  C o n s i d e r
r e a c h i n g  o u t  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l  e d i t o r  t o  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  y o u r
m a n u s c r i p t  b e f o r e  s u b m i t t i n g ,  a s  t h i s  c a n  s a v e  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  i f  t h e  e d i t o r
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  y o u r  m a n u s c r i p t  m a y  n o t  b e  a  g o o d  f i t .  P r e p a r e  a l l  r e q u i r e d
m a n u s c r i p t  f i l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m a i n  d o c u m e n t ,  f i g u r e s ,  a n d  s u p p l e m e n t a r y
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  a l l  f i l e s  a r e  c o r r e c t l y  f o r m a t t e d  a n d  l a b e l e d  a c c o r d i n g
t o  t h e  j o u r n a l ' s  g u i d e l i n e s .  A l l  f i g u r e s  s h o u l d  b e  o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y  a n d  r e s o l u t i o n  t o
m e e t  t h e  j o u r n a l ' s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  a s  c l e a r  a n d  w e l l - l a b e l e d  f i g u r e s  c a n
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  e n h a n c e  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  y o u r  d a t a  a n d  f i n d i n g s .  C r a f t  a  c o n c i s e
c o v e r  l e t t e r  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  n o v e l t y  o f  y o u r  r e s e a r c h .  A  w e l l -
w r i t t e n  c o v e r  l e t t e r  c a n  c a p t u r e  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  i n t e r e s t  a n d  p r o v i d e  a  c o m p e l l i n g
r e a s o n  f o r  w h y  y o u r  m a n u s c r i p t  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .
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C o v e r  L e t t e r  B e s t  P r a c t i c e s

A  w e l l - c r a f t e d  c o v e r  l e t t e r  c a n  m a k e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  s u b m i s s i o n
p r o c e s s .  A d d r e s s  t h e  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  j o u r n a l  a n d / o r  e d i t o r  b y  n a m e ,  a v o i d i n g
g e n d e r e d  t e r m s ,  t o  s h o w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  d e t a i l  a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  e d i t o r ' s  r o l e .
B r i e f l y  p i t c h  y o u r  p a p e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  s u m m a r i z i n g  y o u r  r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n ,
m e t h o d s ,  k e y  f i n d i n g s ,  a n d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  y o u r  r e s u l t s .  T h i s  s u m m a r y  s h o u l d
b e  c o n c i s e  y e t  i n f o r m a t i v e ,  p r o v i d i n g  a  c l e a r  o v e r v i e w  o f  y o u r  m a n u s c r i p t .
S p e c i f y  t h a t  a l l  a u t h o r s  h a v e  a p p r o v e d  t h e  s u b m i t t e d  v e r s i o n ,  t h e  p a p e r  i s n ' t
u n d e r  c u r r e n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  e l s e w h e r e ,  a n d  i n c l u d e  t h e  p r e - p r i n t  s e r v e r  D O I  i f
a p p l i c a b l e .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s s u r e s  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t ' s  o r i g i n a l i t y
a n d  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s .  S u g g e s t  p o t e n t i a l  r e v i e w e r s  w i t h  e m a i l
a d d r e s s e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s .  R e c o m m e n d i n g  r e v i e w e r s  w h o  a r e
e x p e r t s  i n  y o u r  f i e l d  c a n  e x p e d i t e  t h e  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u r
m a n u s c r i p t  i s  e v a l u a t e d  b y  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  p e e r s .  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e s e  r e v i e w e r s
s h o u l d  n o t  b e  y o u r  f o r m e r  m e n t o r s  o r  m e n t e e s ,  a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a n y o n e
y o u  h a v e  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  3 - 4  y e a r s .

T h e  E d i t o r i a l  P r o c e s s

O n c e  y o u r  p a p e r  h a s  b e e n  s u b m i t t e d ,  i t  w i l l  b e  c h e c k e d  f o r  c o m p l e t e n e s s  b y  t h e
E d i t o r i a l  O f f i c e  a n d  t h e n  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f .  W h e n  I  a m  r e v i e w i n g
m a n u s c r i p t s  a s  E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f ,  I  a m  l o o k i n g  f o r  t w o  s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s :  i s  t h e  p a p e r
s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  j o u r n a l ,  i . e . ,  d o e s  i t  f i t  w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  a n d  d o e s  i t  a p p e a r  t o  b e
r i g o r o u s  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ?  A n d  a r e  a l l  t h e  e t h i c a l  a p p r o v a l s  ( o r  e x e m p t i o n s )  i n
p l a c e  f o r  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  h u m a n  s u b j e c t s  l i k e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  b o d y  d o n o r s ?
I f  y o u r  m a n u s c r i p t  m a k e s  i t  t h r o u g h  t h i s  s t e p ,  t h e  E d i t o r - i n - C h i e f  w i l l  a s s i g n  i t  t o
a n  a s s o c i a t e  ( o r  h a n d l i n g )  e d i t o r .  T h e  p r o c e s s  t h e n  m o v e s  t o w a r d  s e l e c t i n g
r e v i e w e r s .  E d i t o r s  c o n s i d e r  a u t h o r  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  t h e i r  o w n  k n o w l e d g e ,  m a n u s c r i p t
c i t a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e v i e w e r  l o c a t o r s  t o  s e l e c t  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e v i e w e r s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t
t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  i s  r e v i e w e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  r e l e v a n t  e x p e r t i s e .  E d i t o r s
m a n a g e  c o n f l i c t i n g  r e v i e w s ,  u n i n f o r m a t i v e  r e v i e w s ,  a n d  w r i t e  d e c i s i o n  l e t t e r s
s u m m a r i z i n g  t h e  r e v i e w  a n d  m a k i n g  e d i t o r i a l  d e c i s i o n s .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s
p r o c e s s  c a n  h e l p  a u t h o r s  a n t i c i p a t e  p o t e n t i a l  o u t c o m e s  a n d  p r e p a r e  f o r
r e v i s i o n s .
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Chief- continued
R e s p o n d i n g  t o  R e v i e w e r s ’  C o n c e r n s

O n c e  y o u r  m a n u s c r i p t  h a s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  n u m b e r  o f  r e v i e w s  a s
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  a s s o c i a t e / h a n d l i n g  e d i t o r ,  a  d e c i s i o n  w i l l  b e  m a d e  b y  t h a t
e d i t o r  o n  y o u r  m a n u s c r i p t :  a c c e p t ,  r e j e c t ,  o r  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  r e v i s e  a n d
r e s u b m i t .  M o s t  d e c i s i o n s  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  a r e  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  r e v i s e  a n d  r e s u b m i t
a f t e r  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  r e v i e w e r s .  W h e n  r e s u b m i t t i n g  a  r e v i s e d
m a n u s c r i p t ,  i t ’ s  c r u c i a l  t o  a d d r e s s  r e v i e w e r s ’  c o m m e n t s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  a n d
t h o u g h t f u l l y .  A l w a y s  r e m a i n  r e s p e c t f u l  a n d  p o l i t e  t o w a r d s  r e v i e w e r s ,  e v e n  w h e n
y o u  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h e i r  s u g g e s t i o n s .  C o n s t r u c t i v e  f e e d b a c k  s h o u l d  b e  v i e w e d  a s
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  g r o w t h  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t .  S y s t e m a t i c a l l y  e x p l a i n  a l l  c h a n g e s
m a d e  t o  t h e  d o c u m e n t  i n  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  l e t t e r .  P r o v i d i n g  a  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f
r e v i s i o n s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t .  T a k e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a n y  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  a n d  c l a r i f y  y o u r  p o i n t s .  C l e a r
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c a n  r e s o l v e  a m b i g u i t i e s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  y o u r  m a n u s c r i p t .
I f  y o u  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  a  r e v i e w e r ' s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  h a n d l e  i t  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y .  E v a l u a t e
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s o u n d n e s s  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  i t  i s  v a l i d  a n d  f e a s i b l e .  I f
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e ,  p r o v i d e  a  r e a s o n e d  e x p l a n a t i o n .  I n c l u d e
t h o r o u g h  e x p l a n a t i o n s  a n d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  y o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  r e l e v a n t
e v i d e n c e ,  t o  s h o w  t h a t  y o u  h a v e  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  r e v i e w e r ' s  f e e d b a c k .  I f
n e c e s s a r y ,  d i s c u s s  y o u r  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  t h e  h a n d l i n g  e d i t o r  a n d  s e e k  a  m u t u a l l y
a c c e p t a b l e  r e s o l u t i o n .  E d i t o r s  c a n  m e d i a t e  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  p r o v i d e  g u i d a n c e
o n  h o w  t o  a d d r e s s  c o n t e n t i o u s  i s s u e s .

H o p e f u l l y ,  b y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  a d v i c e  a b o v e ,  y o u  w i l l  s e e  m o r e  s u c c e s s  i n  p u b l i s h i n g
y o u r  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  a c a d e m i c  l i t e r a t u r e .  P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  r e a c h  o u t  s h o u l d
y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s :  j o r g a n @ i u . e d u .

mailto:jorgan@iu.edu


C o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e
H e a t h  M c G o w a n  h . m c g o w a n @ l a t r o b e . e d u . a u

J u n h u a  X i a o  j x i a o @ s w i n . e d u . a u
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E v e r  w i s h e d  y o u  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t o  h a n d
c o l o u r  s k e l e t a l  i n v e n t o r y  c h a r t s  f o r

c a s e s / t r a c k i n g / i n v e n t o r y ?
E v e r  w i s h e d  f o r  f a s t e r,  n e a t e r,

s k e l e t a l  h o m u n c u l i  i m a g e s  a t  a  m o u s e
c l i c k ?

E v e r  w a n t e d  d i g i t a l  h o m u n c u l i  f o r
d i r e c t  . j p g  i m a g e  i n s e r t  i n t o  r e p o r t s ?

N o w  y o u  c a n !
 G o  d i g i t a l  w i t h  S k e l e t- o - m a t i c  3 .0 !

T h e  H u C S - I D  L a b  ( @  U Q )  b e c a m e  t i r e d  o f  t e d i o u s  b y- h a n d  d r a w i n g  o n  s k e l e t a l
c h a r t s  f o r  c a s e s ,  s o  C a r l  a n d  S e a n  d e v e l o p e d  a  d i g i t a l ,  a u t o - f i l l ,  h o m u n c u l u s

c a p a b i l i t y  t o  d o  t h e  j o b.  W e  h a v e  m a d e  
 S k e l e t- o - m a t i c  3 .0  f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e  a t  c r a n i o f a c i a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .c o m ,  s o  t h a t

e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  s k e l e t a l  d o m a i n  c a n  e n j o y  i t s  a d v a n t a g e s !  
T h e  p r o g r a m  r u n s  f r o m  a  s i n g l e  u s e r - f r i e n d l y  p y t h o n  s h i n y  ( .e x e )  f i l e .  

S i m p l y  c l i c k  t h e  b o n e s  t h a t  a r e  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  s t a t e ,  a n d  S k e l e t-
o - m a t i c  d o e s  t h e  h a r d  w o r k  f o r  y o u !  Yo u  c a n  s e l e c t  . p n g ,  . j p g  o r  . t i f f  f o r  i m a g e

e x p o r t .  
 

 Wa t c h  a  1 m i n  v i d e o  d e m o  h e r e .  Te r m s  o f  u s e ,  i n c l u d i n g  c i t a t i o n s  t o  b e  g i v e n ,
c a n  b e  f o u n d  h e r e .

S u b a d u l t  c a p a b i l i t i e s  w i l l  b e  f o r t h c o m i n g  s o o n .
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D r  Jo s e p h  A z i z
Te  W h a t u  K a i r a n g i  Awa r d

C a t e g o r y  w i n n e r :
I n n o va t i o n  i n  l e a r n i n g ,  t e a c h i n g ,

a n d  c u r r i c u l u m

Member ContributionsMember Contributions
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